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CHAPTER XXV
ALEXANDER IL ASSASSINATED—NIHILISM

THE emancipation had been a disappoint-
ment to its promoters and to the serfs them-
selves. It was an appalling fact that year after
year the death-rate had alarmingly increased,
and its cause was—starvation. In lands the
richest in the world, tilled by a people with a
passion for agriculture, there was not enough
bread! The reasons for this are too complex
to be stated here, but a few may have brief
mention. The allotment of land bestowed
upon each liberated serf was too small to en-
able him to live and to pay his taxes, unless
the harvests were always good and he was al-
ways employed. He need not live, but his
taxes must be paid. It required three days’
work out of each week to do that; and if he
had not the money when the dreaded day ar-
rived, the tax-collector might sell his corn,
his cattle, his farming implements, and his
house. But reducing whole communities to
beggary was not wise, so a better way was
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discovered, and one which entailed no dis-
astrous economic results. He was flogged.
The time selected for this settling of accounts
was when the busy season was over; and
Stepniak tells us it was not an unusual thing
for more than one thousand peasants in the
winter—in a single commune—to be seen
awaiting their turn to have their taxes
“flogged out.” Of course, before this was
endured all means had been exhausted for rais-
ing the required amount. Usury, that surest
road to ruin, and the one offering the least re-
sistance, was the one ordinarily followed.
Thus was created that destructive class called
Koulaks, or Mir-eaters, who, while they fat-
tened upon the necessities of the peasantry,
also demoralized the state by creating a
wealthy and powerful class whom it would not
do to offend, and whose abominable and ne-
farious interests must not be interfered with.

Then another sort of bondage was discov-
ered, one very nearly approaching to serfdom.
Wealthy proprietors would make loans to dis-
tressed communes or to individuals, the in-
terest of the money to be paid by the peasants
in a stipulated number of days’ work every
week until the original amount was returned.



MunuctepcTBo 00pa3zoBanus v HayKu PD
denepanbHOE TOCYAAPCTBEHHOE OI0KETHOE 00pa30BaTENbHOE YUPEXKICHNE BBICIIETO 00pa30BaHUs
«AcTpaxaHCKUH TOCYAApCTBEHHBIN YHUBEPCUTET

A SHORT HISTORY OF RUSSIA. 231

Sometimes, by a clause in the contract increas-
ing the amount in case of failure to pay at a
certain time, the original debt, together with
the accruing interest, would be four or five
times doubled. And if, as was probable, the
principal never was returned, the peasant
worked on year after year gratuitously, in the
helpless, hopeless bondage of debt. Nor were
these the worst of their miseries, for there
were the Tchinovniks—or government officials
—who could mete out any punishment they
pleased, could order a whole community to be
flogged, or at any moment invoke the aid of a
military force or even lend it to private indi-
viduals for the subjugation of refractory
peasants.

And this was what they had been waiting
and hoping for, for two centuries and a half!
But with touching loyalty not one of them
thought of blaming the Tsar. Their “ Little
Father,” if he only knew about it, would make
everything right. It was the nobility, the
wicked nobility, that had brought all this mis-
ery upon them and cheated them out of their
happiness! They hated the nobility for steal-
ing from them their freedom and their land;
and the nobility hated them for not being
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prosperous and happy, and for bringing fam-
ine and misery into the state, which had been
so kind and had emancipated them.

As these conditions became year after year
more aggravated acute minds in Russia were
employed in trying to solve the great social
problems they presented. In a land in
which the associative principle was indige-
nous, Socialism was a natural and inevitable
growth. Then, exasperated by the increasing
miseries of the peasantry, maddened by the
sufferings of political exiles in Siberia, there
came into existence that word of dire sig-
nificance in Russia—Nihilism, and following
quickly upon that, its logical sequence—dAn-
archism, which, if it could, would destroy all
the fruits of civilization.

It was Turguenief who first applied the an-
cient term “ Nihilist” to a certain class of
radical thinkers in Russia, whose theory of
society, like that of the eighteenth-century
philosophers in France, was based upon a
negation of the principle of authority. All
institutions, social and political, however dis-
guised, were tyrannies, and must go. In the
newly awakened Russian mind, this first as-
sumed the mild form of a demand for the re-
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moval of legislative tyranny, by a system of
gradual reforms. This had failed—now the
demand had become a mandate. The people
must have relief. The Tsar was the one per-
son who could bestow it,and if hewould not do
so voluntarily, he must be compelled to grant
it. No one man had the right to wreck the
happiness of millions of human beings. If the
authority was centralized, so was the respon-
sibility. Alexander’s entire reign had been a
curse—and emancipation was a delusion and
a lie. He must yield or perish. This vicious
and degenerate organization had its center in
a highly educated middle class, where men with
nineteenth-century intelligence and aspirations
were in frenzied revolt against methods suited
to the time of the Khans. The inspiring mo-
tive was not love of the people, but hatred of
their oppressors. Appeals to the peasantry
brought small response, but the movement
was eagerly joined by men and women from
the highest ranks in Russia.

Secret societies and organizations were
everywhere at work, recruited by misguided
enthusiasts, and by human suffering from
all classes. Wherever there were hearts
bruised and bleeding from official cruelty,
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in whatever ranks, there the terrible propa-
ganda found sympathizers, if not a home;
men—and still more, women—from the
highest families in the nobility secretly
pledging themselves to the movement, until
Russian society was honeycombed with con-
spiracy extending even to the household
of the Tsar. Proclamations were secretly
issued calling upon the peasantry to arise.
In spite of the vigilance of the police,
similar invitations to all the Russian people
were posted in conspicuous places—"“ We
are tired of famine, tired of having our
sons perish upon the gallows, in the mines,
or in exile. Russia demands liberty; and if
she cannot have liberty—she will have ven-
geance!”

Such was the tenor of the threats which
made the life of Emperor Alexander a
miserable one after 1870. He had done
what not one of his predecessors had
been willing to do. He had, in the face
of the bitterest opposition, bestowed the
gift of freedom upon 23,000,000 human
beings. In his heart he believed he de-
served the good-will and the gratitude of his
subjects. How gladly would he have ruled
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over a happy empire! But what could he do?
He lLad absolute power to make his people
miserable—but none to make them happy.
It was not his fault that he occupied a throne
which could only be made secure by a policy
of stern repression. It was not his fault that
he ruled through a system so elementary, so
crude, so utterly inadequate, that to ad-
minister justice was an impossibility. Nor
was it his fault that he had inherited auto-
cratic instincts from a long line of ancestors.
In other words, it was not his fault that he was
the Tsar of Russia!

The grim shadow of assassination pursued
him wherever he went. In 1879 the imperial
train was destroyed by mines placed beneath
the tracks. In 1880 the imperial apartments
in “the Winterhof ” were partially wrecked
by similar means. Seventeen men marched
stolidly to the gallows, regretting nothing
except the failure of their crime; and hun-
dreds more who were implicated in the plot
were sent into perpetual exile in Siberia. The
hand never relaxed—nor was the Constitution
demanded by these atrocious means granted.

On the 13th of March, 1881, while the Em-
peror was driving, a bomb was thrown be-
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neath his carriage. He stepped out of the
wreck unhurt. Then as he approached the
assassin, who had been seized by the police,
another was thrown. Alexander fell to the
ground, exclaiming, “ Help me!” Terribly
mutilated, but conscious, the dying Emperor
was carried into his palace, and there in a few
hours he expired.

In the splendid obsequies of the Tsar, noth-
ing was more touching than the placing of a
wreath upon his bier by a deputation of peas-
ants. It can be best described in their own
words. The Emperor was lying in the Cathe-
dral wrapped in a robe of ermine, beneath a
canopy of gold and silver cloth lined with er-
mine. “ At last we were inside the church,”
says the narrative. “ We all dropped on our
knees and sobbed, our tears flowing like a
stream. Oh, what grief! We rose from our
knees, again we knelt, and again we sobbed.
this did we three times, our hearts breaking
beside the coffin of our benefactor. There are
no words to express it. And what honor was
done us! The General took our wreath, and
placed it straightway upon the breast of our
Little Father. Our peasants’ wreath laid on
his heart, his martyr breast—as we were in all
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his life nearest to his heart! Seeing this we
burst again into tears. Then the General let
us kiss his hand—and there he lay, our Tsar-
martyr, with a calm, loving expression on his
face—as if he, our Little Father, had fallen
asleep.”

If anything had been needed to make the
name Nihilism forever odious, it was this
deed. If anything were required to reveal the
bald wickedness of the creed of Nihilism, it
was supplied by this aimless sacrifice of the
one sovereign who had bestowed a colossal
reform upon Russia. They had killed him,
and had then marched unflinchingly to the
gallows—and that was all—leaving others
bound by solemn oaths to bring the same fate
upon his successor. The whole energy of the
organization was centered in secreting dyna-
mite, awaiting a favorable moment for its ex-
plosion, then dying like martyrs, leaving
others pledged to repeat the same horror—
and so ad ifinitum. In their detestation of
one crime they committed a worse one. They
conspired against the life of civilization—as
if it were not better to be ruled by despots
than assassins, as if a bad government were
not better than none!
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The existence of Nihilism may be ex-
plained, though not extenuated. Can anyone
estimate the effect upon a single human being
to have known that a father, brother, son,
sister, or wife has perished under the knout?
Could such a person ever again be capable of
reasoning calmly or sanely upon “ political re-
forms ”? If there were any slumbering tiger-
instincts in this half-Asiatic people, was not
this enough to awaken them? There were
many who had suffered this, and there were
thousands more who at that very time had
friends, lovers, relatives, those dearer to them
than life, who were enduring day by day the
tortures of exile, subject to the brutal pun-
ishments of irresponsible officials. It was this
which had converted hundreds of the nobility
into conspirators—this which had made So-
phia Perovskaya, the daughter of one of the
highest officials in the land, give the signal for
the murder of the Emperor, and then, scorn-
ing mercy, insist that she should have the
privilege of dying upon the gallows with the
rest.

But tiger-instincts, whatever their cause,
must be extinguished. They cannot coexist
with civilization. Human society as consti-
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From a drawing by Edwin B. Child.
The Coronation of the Czar Alexander IIL, 1883,

The Emperor crowning the Empress at the Church of the Assumption,
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tuted to-day can recognize no excuse for
them. It forbids them—and the Nihilist is
the Ishmael of the nineteenth century.

The world was not surprised, and perhaps
not even displeased, when Alexander IIL
showed a dogged determination not to be
coerced into reforms by the assassination of
his father nor threats of his own. His coro-
nation, long deferred by the tragedy which
threatened to attend it, finally took place with
great splendor at Moscow in 1883. He then
withdrew to his palace at Gatschina, where he
remained practically a prisoner. Embittered
by the recollection of the fate of his father,
who had died in his arms, and haunted by con-
spiracies for the destruction of himself and his
family, he was probably the least happy man
in his empire. His every act was a protest
against the spirit of reform. The privileges
so graciously bestowed upon the Grand
Duchy of Finland by Alexander I. were for
the first time invaded. Literature and the
press were placed under rigorous censorship.
The Zemstvo, his father’s gift of local self-
government to the liberated serfs, was prac-
tically withdrawn by placing that body under
the control of the nobility.
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It was a stern, joyless reign, without one
act intended to make glad the hearts of the
people. The depressing conditions in which
he lived gradually undermined the health of
the Emperor. He was carried in dying con-
dition to Livadia, and there, surrounded by
his wife and his children, he expired Novem-
ber 1, 1804.
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CHAPTER XXV
ALEXANDER II. ASSASSINATED—NIHILISM

The emancipation had been a disappointment to its promoters and to the serfs
themselves. It was an appalling fact that year after year the death-rate had alarmingly
increased, and its cause was—starvation. In lands the richest in the world, tilled by
a people with a passion for agriculture, there was not enough bread! The reasons for
this are too complex to be stated here, but a few may have brief mention. The
allotment of land bestowed upon each liberated serf was too small to enable him to
live and to pay his taxes, unless the harvests were always good and he was always
employed. He need not live, but his taxes must be paid. It required three days' work
out of each week to do that; and if he had not the money when the dreaded day
arrived, the tax-collector might sell his corn, his cattle, his farming implements, and
his house. But reducing whole communities to beggary was not wise, so a better way
was discovered, and one which entailed no disastrous economic results. He was
flogged. The time selected for this settling of accounts was when the busy season
was over; and Stepniak tells us it was not an unusual thing for more than one
thousand peasants in the winter—in a single commune—to be seen awaiting their
turn to have their taxes "flogged out.” Of course, before this was endured all means
had been exhausted for raising the required amount. Usury, that surest road to ruin,
and the one offering the least resistance, was the one ordinarily followed. Thus was
created that destructive class called Koulaks, or Mir-eaters, who, while they fattened
upon the necessities of the peasantry, also demoralized the state by creating a
wealthy and powerful class whom it would not do to offend, and whose abominable
and nefarious interests must not be interfered with.

Then another sort of bondage was discovered, one very nearly approaching to
serfdom. Wealthy proprietors would make loans to distressed communes or to
individuals, the interest of the money to be paid by the peasants in a stipulated
number of days' work every week until the original amount was returned.
Sometimes, by a clause in the contract increasing the amount in case of failure to
pay at a certain time, the original debt, together with the accruing interest, would be
four or five times doubled. And if, as was probable, the principal never was returned,
the peasant worked on year after year gratuitously, in the helpless, hopeless bondage
of debt. Nor were these the worst of their miseries, for there were the Tchinovniks—
or government officials—who could mete out any punishment they pleased, could
order a whole community to be flogged, or at any moment invoke the aid of a
military force or even lend it to private individuals for the subjugation of refractory
peasants.

And this was what they had been waiting and hoping for, for two centuries and
a half! But with touching loyalty not one of them thought of blaming the Tsar. Their
"Little Father," if he only knew about it, would make everything right. It was the
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nobility, the wicked nobility, that had brought all this misery upon them and cheated
them out of their happiness! They hated the nobility for stealing from them their
freedom and their land; and the nobility hated them for not being prosperous and
happy, and for bringing famine and misery into the state, which had been so kind
and had emancipated them.

As these conditions became year after year more aggravated acute minds in
Russia were employed in trying to solve the great social problems they presented. In
a land in which the associative principle was indigenous, Socialism was a natural
and inevitable growth. Then, exasperated by the increasing miseries of the peasantry,
maddened by the sufferings of political exiles in Siberia, there came into existence
that word of dire significance in Russia—Nihilism, and following quickly upon that,
its logical sequence—Anarchism, which, if it could, would destroy all the fruits of
civilization,

It was Turguenief who first applied the ancient term "Nihilist™ to a certain class
of radical thinkers in Russia, whose theory of society, like that of the eighteenth-
century philosophers in France, was based upon a negation of the principle of
authority. All institutions, social and political, however disguised, were tyrannies,
and must go. In the newly awakened Russian mind, this first assumed the mild form
of a demand for the removal of legislative tyranny, by a system of gradual reforms.
This had failed—now the demand had become a mandate. The people must have
relief. The Tsar was the one person who could bestow it, and if he would not do so
voluntarily, he must be compelled to grant it. No one man had the right to wreck the
happiness of millions of human beings. If the authority was centralized, so was the
responsibility. Alexander's entire reign had been a curse—and emancipation was a
delusion and a lie. He must yield or perish. This vicious and degenerate organization
had its center in a highly educated middle class, where men with nineteenth-century
intelligence and aspirations were in frenzied revolt against methods suited to the
time of the Khans. The inspiring motive was not love of the people, but hatred of
their oppressors. Appeals to the peasantry brought small response, but the movement
was eagerly joined by men and women from the highest ranks in Russia.

Secret societies and organizations were everywhere at work, recruited by
misguided enthusiasts, and by human suffering from all classes. Wherever there
were hearts bruised and bleeding from official cruelty, in whatever ranks, there the
terrible propaganda found sympathizers, if not a home; men—and still more,
women—ifrom the highest families in the nobility secretly pledging themselves to
the movement, until Russian society was honeycombed with conspiracy extending
even to the household of the Tsar. Proclamations were secretly issued calling
upon the peasantry to arise. In spite of the vigilance of the police, similar invitations
to all the Russian people were posted in conspicuous places—"We are tired of
famine, tired of having our sons perish upon the gallows, in the mines, or in exile.
Russia demands liberty; and if she cannot have liberty—she will have vengeance!"
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Such was the tenor of the threats which made the life of Emperor Alexander a
miserable one after 1870. He had done what not one of his predecessors had been
willing to do. He had, in the face of the bitterest opposition, bestowed the gift of
freedom upon 23,000,000 human beings. In his heart he believed he deserved the
good-will and the gratitude of his subjects. How gladly would he have ruled over a
happy empire! But what could he do? He had absolute power to make his people
miserable—but none to make them happy. It was not his fault that he occupied a
throne which could only be made secure by a policy of stern repression. It was not
his fault that he ruled through a system so elementary, so crude, so utterly
inadequate, that to administer justice was an impossibility. Nor was it his fault that
he had inherited autocratic instincts from a long line of ancestors. In other words, it
was not his fault that he was the Tsar of Russia!

The grim shadow of assassination pursued him wherever he went. In 1879 the
imperial train was destroyed by mines placed beneath the tracks. In 1880 the imperial
apartments in "the Winterhof" were partially wrecked by similar means. Seventeen
men marched stolidly to the gallows, regretting nothing except the failure of their
crime; and hundreds more who were implicated in the plot were sent into perpetual
exile in Siberia. The hand never relaxed—nor was the Constitution demanded by
these atrocious means granted.

On the 13th of March, 1881, while the Emperor was driving, a bomb was thrown
beneath his carriage. He stepped out of the wreck unhurt. Then as he approached the
assassin, who had been seized by the police, another was thrown. Alexander fell to
the ground, exclaiming, "Help me!" Terribly mutilated, but conscious, the dying
Emperor was carried into his palace, and there in a few hours he expired.

In the splendid obsequies of the Tsar, nothing was more touching than the
placing of a wreath upon his bier by a deputation of peasants. It can be best described
in their own words. The Emperor was lying in the Cathedral wrapped in a robe of
ermine, beneath a canopy of gold and silver cloth lined with ermine. "At last we
were inside the church," says the narrative. "We all dropped on our knees and
sobbed, our tears flowing like a stream. Oh, what grief! We rose from our knees,
again we knelt, and again we sobbed. This did we three times, our hearts breaking
beside the coffin of our benefactor. There are no words to express it. And what honor
was done us! The General took our wreath, and placed it straightway upon the breast
of our Little Father. Our peasants’ wreath laid on his heart, his martyr breast—as we
were in all his life nearest to his heart! Seeing this we burst again into tears. Then
the General let us kiss his hand—and there he lay, our Tsar-martyr, with a calm,
loving expression on his face—as if he, our Little Father, had fallen asleep."

If anything had been needed to make the name Nihilism forever odious, it was
this deed. If anything were required to reveal the bald wickedness of the creed of
Nihilism, it was supplied by this aimless sacrifice of the one sovereign who had
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bestowed a colossal reform upon Russia. They had killed him, and had then marched
unflinchingly to the gallows—and that was all—leaving others bound by solemn
oaths to bring the same fate upon his successor. The whole energy of the
organization was centered in secreting dynamite, awaiting a favorable moment for
its explosion, then dying like martyrs, leaving others pledged to repeat the same
horror—and so ad infinitum. In their detestation of one crime they committed a
worse one. They conspired against the life of civilization—as if it were not better to
be ruled by despots than assassins, as if a bad government were not better than none!

The existence of Nihilism may be explained, though not extenuated. Can anyone
estimate the effect upon a single human being to have known that a father, brother,
son, sister, or wife has perished under the knout? Could such a person ever again be
capable of reasoning calmly or sanely upon "political reforms"? If there were any
slumbering tiger-instincts in this half-Asiatic people, was not this enough to awaken
them? There were many who had suffered this, and there were thousands more who
at that very time had friends, lovers, relatives, those dearer to them than life, who
were enduring day by day the tortures of exile, subject to the brutal punishments of
irresponsible officials. It was this which had converted hundreds of the nobility into
conspirators—this which had made Sophia Perovskaya, the daughter of one of the
highest officials in the land, give the signal for the murder of the Emperor, and then,
scorning mercy, insist that she should have the privilege of dying upon the gallows
with the rest.

But tiger-instincts, whatever their cause, must be extinguished. They cannot
coexist with civilization. Human society as constituted to-day can recognize no
excuse for them. It forbids them—and the Nihilist is the Ishmael of the nineteenth
century.

The world was not surprised, and perhaps not even displeased, when Alexander
I1l. showed a dogged determination not to be coerced into reforms by the
assassination of his father nor threats of his own. His coronation, long deferred by
the tragedy which threatened to attend it, finally took place with great splendor at
Moscow in 1883. He then withdrew to his palace at Gatschina, where he remained
practically a prisoner. Embittered by the recollection of the fate of his father, who
had died in his arms, and haunted by conspiracies for the destruction of himself and
his family, he was probably the least happy man in his empire. His every act was a
protest against the spirit of reform. The privileges so graciously bestowed upon the
Grand Duchy of Finland by Alexander I. were for the first time invaded. Literature
and the press were placed under rigorous censorship. The Zemstvo, his father's gift
of local self-government to the liberated serfs, was practically withdrawn by placing
that body under the control of the nobility.
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[llustration: The Coronation of the Czar Alexander I11., 1883.
The Emperor crowning the Empress at the Church of the Assumption.
From a drawing by Edwin B. Child.]

It was a stern, joyless reign, without one act intended to make glad the hearts
of the people. The depressing conditions in which he lived gradually undermined
the health of the Emperor. He was carried in dying condition to Livadia, and there,
surrounded by his wife and his children, he expired November 1, 1894,
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[TepeBon:

I''TABA XXV
Anexcanap II. YBUT—HUTNJIN3M

OcBOOOXKIEHUE CTAJIO Pa304yapOBaHUEM JJIsi €0 CTOPOHHUKOB U ISl CaMHX
KpPEMOCTHBIX. YikacarouuM (aktom OBLIO TO, YTO TOA 3a TOJAOM YPOBEHBb
CMEPTHOCTH TPEBOXKHO BO3pacTaj, W MPUYMHOMN 3TOoro Obul ronon. Ha semisx,
camblX OOraTbIX B MHPE, BO3JEIBIBAEMBIX HApPOJOM CO CTPACTBIO K CEIbCKOMY
X03IMCTBY, HE XBaTajo xje0a! [IpuunHbI TOro CIMIIKOM CI0XKHBI, YTOOBI U3J1araTh
UX 3/1€Cb, HO HEKOTOpPBIE M3 HHMX MOXKHO KpaTKo YNOMsHYTb. Hanmenm 3emun,
JApOBaHHBIN KaX/10My OCBOOOKIECHHOMY KPEIOCTHOMY, OB CIUIIKOM MaJl, YTOOBI
MO3BOJIUTh €MY KHTh W IUIATHTh HAJIOTH, €CJIM TOJBKO ypO>Kau He ObLIM BCerja
XOpOIIMMH U OH Bcerja Obul 3aHIT. EMy HE HY>KHO >KHTb, HO €r0 HAJIOTH JOJDKHBI
ObITh yIutaueHbl. J{s 3Toro TpeboBasoch paboTaTh TpU JHS B HENENIO; U €CIU Y
HEro He ObUIO JEHEr, KOIJa HACTyIaj CTPALIHbIA JeHb, COOPIIMK HAJIOrOB MOT
IIPOJaTh CBOIO KYKYPY3Y, CBOI CKOT, CBOU CEIIbCKOXO3ACTBEHHBIE OPYIUs U CBOI
noMm. Ho 1oBoauTh 1ienple OOUIMHBI 10 HUILIETHI OBLJIO HEPa3yMHO, MOATOMY OBLI
HaWJieH Jydlmudid crnoco0, KOTOPBIM HE TpHBEI K  KaTacTpopuueckum
HPKOHOMHUYECKUM pe3ynbrataM. Ero Beimoponu. Bpemsi, BeIOpaHHOE IJjIsi 3TOTO
CBEJCHUS CUETOB, ObLIO, KOTJa HANpSKEHHBbIM Ce30H 3akoHumics; W CTemHsK
TOBOPUT HaM, YTO HE ObLIO HUYETO HEOOBIUHOTO B TOM, YTO 00JI€€ THICIYU KPECThSH
3UMOW — B OJTHOM KOMMYHE — OBLIM 3aMEUYEHbI B OKHJIAaHUM CBOCH OYepeau Ha
"BoITIOPKY" HaoroB. KoHeuHo, nmpex e yeM 3TO MPOU30IILII0, ObLITN HCUEPIIaHbl BCE
cpeacTna i cOopa He0OX0IMMOM cyMMbI. OOBIYHO CJI€10BaId POCTOBIIUYECTRY,
TOMY CaMOMY BEPHOMY IMYTH K PAa30pPEHUI0, KOTOPBIA OKa3blBaJl HAaUMEHbLIEE
conpoTuBieHne. Tak ObLT co3daH TOT pa3pyLIMTEIbHBIN Kiacc, Ha3bIBa€MbIii
KyJaKaMy, WK TOXUPaTeIIMU MUpPa, KOTOPbIE, B TO BPpEMsl KaK OHU JKUPEIU Ha
NOTPEOHOCTSIX KPECThSIHCTBA, TAaKXKe JEMOPAIM30BajIM TOCydapCTBO, CO3/AaB
OoraThlii 1 MOTYIIECTBEHHBIN KJIACC, KOTOPOTO HE CTOMJIO Obl OCKOPOJISATH, U YbH
OTBpATHUTENIbHBIE U THYCHbIE HHTEPECHI HE JOJDKHBI ObITh 3aTPOHYTHI.

3atem ObuT OOHApPYXKEH IPYrou BUA pabCTBa, OYCHBb OJU3KUN K KPEMOCTHOMY
npaBy. boraTeie COOCTBEHHUKH MPEIOCTABIISUIA CCYAbl OSACTBYIOIIMM OOITUHAM
WM YaCTHBIM JIMIIaM, MPOICHTHI C KOTOPBIX JOJDKHBI OBLIM BBHITIIIAYUBATHCS
KPECThSTHAMHM 3a OTPEICIICHHOES KOJMYECTBO Pa00OUYNX JHEH KOKIYIO HEJCIO, TTOKa
NepBOHAYalbHA CyMMa HE Oblla Bo3BpamieHa. MHoTaa, corjacHO TYHKTY B
KOHTpPaKTe, YBEIMYHUBAIOIIEMY CYMMY B ClIy4ac HEYIUIAThl B ONPEICICHHOE BPEMS,
NIEPBOHAYAJILHBIN JOJT BMECTE C HAYHCISIOIMIMMHKCS MPOICHTAMH YJIBaWBAJICS B
YeThIPE WIIH IATh pa3. M eciiu, 4To OBLIO BIOJIHE BEPOSTHO, OCHOBHAS CyMMa TaK U
He ObLIa BO3BpAIllCHA, KPECThSHWH TOJ 3a TrojJoM padoran Oe3BO3ME3THO, B
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OecriomMoIHOM, Oe3Haje)kHOUW Kabane moira. M 3To He ObUIO XYIUIUM U3 HUX
HECYAaCTHH, MOCKOJBKY CYIICCTBOBAJIM YHHOBHUKH — WJIU IPABUTEIbCTBCHHBIC
YUHOBHUKH, — KOTOpPHIE MOTJIM Ha3HAYUTh JIO00€ HaKa3aHHWE, KaKoe UM
3a0JaropacCcyIuTCs, MOTJIM MPHUKA3aTh BBIMOPOTH IEIYI0 OOIIMHY WA B JIOO0OM
MOMEHT MPU3BATh HA TTOMOIIH BOCHHYIO CHITY HJIH JaXKe MPETOCTABUTh €€ YaCTHBIM
JUIAM JJIS TIOAYMHCHHSI HeTIOKOPHBIX KPECThSHE.

W 510 OBUTO TO, YETO OHM kAU M HA YTO HAACSUINCh B TEUEHHUE JIBYX C
noJIoBUHOM ctoseTuit! Ho ¢ TporarenbHON NMpeaHHOCThIO HU OJHOMY M3 HHUX U B
roJIOBY HE IPUIIUIO OOBUHATH Haps. Mx "Manenskuit oten", eciau Obl OH TOJBKO
3Hal 00 3TOM, Bce Obl HMCHpaBmi. JTO OblLIa 3HATh, MOPOYHAS 3HATH, KOTOpas
HaBJIeKJIa Ha HUX BCE ATH CTpaJaHusl W JMIIMIA UX c4yacThsi oOmaHom! OHu
HEHABUJIEIU JBOPSHCTBO 3a TO, YTO OHO YKPAJIO Y HUX UX CBOOOAY M UX 3eMJII0; U
JIBOPSIHCTBO HEHABUJIENIO HMX 3a TO, YTO OHU HE OBUIM MPOIBETAIOUIUMU U
CYACTJIMBBIMH, a TAKXKE€ 3a TO, YTO OHU MIPUHECIIN T'OJI0]I U HUILETY B TOCYJIapPCTBO,
KOTOpO€E OBLJIO TAKUM JIOOPBIM U OCBOOOIMIIO HX.

[Io Mepe TOro Kak 3TH yCIIOBUS TOJl OT TOJa YCYryOJIsIIUCh, OCTPhIE YMBI B
Poccun ObutM 3aHSTHI MOMNBITKAMU PEIIUTH OOJBIINE COIUATbHBIC MPOOJIEMBI,
KOTOpbIE OHHU TMPEJCTaBIsIM. B cTpaHe, Tlie acCONMATHBHBIN MPUHIUI ObLI
KOPEHHBIM, COITMAIM3M OBIJT €CTECTBEHHBIM M HEU30EKHBIM POCTOM. 3aTeM,
pa3IpaXeHHbIA PACTYIIUMU CTPaJaHUSIMU KPECThSIHCTBA, O0E3yMEBIIUNA OT
CTpaJlaHu¥ MOJUTUYECKUX CChUIBHBIX B CHOMPH, TOSIBUIIOCH 3TO CJIOBO, UMEIOIIEE
y’KaCcHO€ 3HaueHue B PoccnM — HUTWIN3M, U BCKOPE 3a HHUM IIOCIEI0BAJA €ro
JIOTUYECKas TMOCIE0BAaTeIbHOCTh — aHApXU3M, KOTOpPBIA, eciu Obl MOT,
YHUYTOXKUJ ObI BCE TUIOJIbI IUBHIIU3AIUH.

Nmenno TypreHeB BHepBble NPUMEHUJ JPEBHUN TEPMUH "HUTWIHCT' K
ONpENICICHHOMY KJIacCy paJuKalbHbIX MbIciuTened B Poccum, ubd Teopus
oO1ecTBa, Kak u Teopus ¢ppaniry3ckux pumocodor XVIII Beka, Obuta OCHOBaHA Ha
OTPULIAHUU IPUHIMIIA aBTOpUTETA. BCE MHCTUTYTHI, COLIMAIBHBIE U MOJUTUYECKUE,
KaKUMU Obl 3aMAaCKUPOBAHHBIMM OHHM HU ObUIM, ObUIM THUpPAHUEW U JIOJKHBI
UCYEe3HYTh. B HemaBHO NpoOyAMBIIEMCS POCCHMCKOM CO3HaHMM 3TO CHayala
NPUHSIO MATKYIO (popMy TpeOoBaHUSI 00 YCTpAaHEHUHU 3aKOHOJATEIbHOW THpPAHUU
MOCPEJICTBOM CHCTEMBI TMOCTENEHHbIX pedopM. DTO HE yAAIOCh — TeENepb
TpeOOBaHKE MPEBPATUIIOCH B MaHAAT. JIt0IU TOJKHBI TOYYBCTBOBAThH 00JIErYeHHUE.
[{apps ObLT €MMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIA MOI' IapOBaTh 3TO, U €CIU OH HE
CHIETIAEeT 3TOT0 JOOPOBOJIBHO, OH JIOJKEH OBITh BBIHYXEH JapoBath 3T0. Hu oaun
YEJIOBEK HE MMEJ MpaBa pa3pylliaTh CYACThE MUJUIMOHOB YEJIOBEYECKUX CYIIECTB.
Ecnu Bnacth ObTa MEHTpaIu30BaHa, TO M OTBETCTBEHHOCTh ObLIa Takoil ske. Bee
npaBieHue AjiekcaHapa ObUIO MPOKISATHEM, a IMAHCUTIAIUA — 3a0IyKJIEeHUEM U
70%b10. OH OJDKEH YCTYNUTh WM MOTMOHYTh. JTa MOpPOYHAs U JEeTeHepaTUBHAs
OpraHu3alys MMella CBOM LIEHTP B BBHICOKOOOpPA30BaHHOM CpEIHEM Kjacce, Tie
JIOAM C UHTEJUIEKTOM U YCTPEMIICHUSIMU JEBSITHAIIATOTO BeKa IPOCTHO OYHTOBAIN
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IIPpOTUB MCTOAOB, INOAXOIAIINX IJISI BPCMCH XaHOB. BI[OXHOBJISII-OHII/IM MOTHUBOM
Obla HE JIFOOOBH K Hapoady, a HCHABUCTb K CI'0 YIrHCTATCIISIM. HpI/I3I>IBI>I K
KPCCTbAHCTBY  BbI3BAJIA HEOOJIBIION OTKJIMK, HO K JIBHXCHHIO OXOTHO
MPUCOCANHUIINCH MY>KUYNHBI 1 )KCHINWHBI U3 BBICHINX 3IICJIOHOB BJIACTHU B Poccun.

[ToBcrogy nelicTBOBaM TaiiHbIE OOLIECTBA M OpraHU3alM, 3aBEPOOBAHHBIE
3a0JIyAIIMMHU HTY3UaCcTaMU U CTPaJaloLIMMHU JIOAbMU U3 BeeX Ki1accoB. ['ie Ob1 HU
ObUIM cep/lla, U3PAHEHHBIE U KPOBOTOYAIME OT KECTOKOCTH YNHOBHUKOB, B KAaKUX
Obl psAax OHM HU HAXOIWINCh, TaM Y)KAacHas Mpolara€ia Haxoausa
COUYYBCTBYIOILIUX, €CIM HE JIOM; MYXYHMHbBl — M eule OoJblIe JKEHIIMH — U3
BBICIIMX JBOPSHCKMX CEMEW TalHO NPHUCOCAUHSINCh K JBWXKCHHUIO, IIOKa
poccuiickoe 00111ecTBO He ObUIO MPOHU3AHO 3arOBOPAMHU, PACHPOCTPAHAIOIIUMUCS
JaXe Ha JOOMOoYaiuel naps. TalHO W3JaBajluCh NPOKIAMAIMH, IPU3bIBABILINE
KPECThIHCTBO K BOCCTaHWIO. HecMOTpsi Ha OJMTENBHOCTH IMOJIUIUHU, MOAOOHBIE
NPUTJAIEHUs] KO BCEMY PYCCKOMY Hapoay ObUIM BBIBEIIECHBI HA BUIHBIX MECTaX:
"MBI ycTanu OT ToJlo/ia, YCTaJId OT TOTO, YTO HAILIM CHIHOBBSI TMOHYT Ha BUCEIULIE,
B IlIaXTax WM B ccbuike. Poccus TpeOyeT cBOOOABL; U €CIIM OHA HE MOXKET MOITYYUTh
CB00OTy — OHa OTOMCTHUT!"

TakoB ObLJT XapaKTep yrpo3, KOTOPBIE CAENAH KU3Hb UMITepaTopa AJeKcaHapa
HecuacTHO nociie 1870 roma. OH caeiran To, 4ero He IosKeJial ¢liejaaTh HU OOWH 13
€ro MpeanecTBeHHUKOB. OH, HECMOTpPS Ha )KecTovalee CONpOTUBJICHUE, TapOBall
nap cBo0ozasl 23 000 000 yenoBedeckux cymecTs. B rmyOuHe 1yl OH BEpUIl, 4TO
3aciIy’KMBaeT J00pod BOJM M OJlarogapHOCTH CBOMX MoaaaHHbIX. C Kakou
PaZ0CThIO OH TpaBuj Obl cyacTIMBOM umnepuei! Ho uro on Mor caenats? Y Hero
Obl1a aOCoNIOTHAsE BIACTh JENaTh CBOUX JIIOAEH HECUYACTHBIMH, HO HE OBLIO
HUKAaKOW, 4TOOBI cenaTh UX CUACTIUBBIMU. He ero BHMHA, UTO OH 3aHSUI TPOH,
KOTOPBIM MOT ObITh 00€CHEYEH TOJBKO MOJUTUKOM CypoBBIX pemnpeccuit. He ero
BHHA, YTO OH MPABUJ C MOMOILIBIO CUCTEMBI, HACTOJIBKO 3JIEMEHTAPHOM, HACTOIBKO
rpy0oii, HACTOIBKO COBEPIIICHHO HEaJEeKBATHOM, YTO BEPIIUTH MPABOCYIUE OBLIO
HEBO3MOXHO. I HE ero BUHA, YTO OH YHACIIEI0BAJI aBTOKPATHYECKNE UHCTUHKTHI OT
JUTMHHOW JIMHUM TIPeNKoB. JIpyrumu cioBamMu, 5T0O OblJIa HE €r0 BUHA, YTO OH OBLI
uapem Poccun!

MpauHast TeHb yOuicTBa mpecieaoBalia ero, Kyjaa Osl oH HU nomen. B 1879
TOJly UMIIEPATOPCKHIA MOe3] ObLT YHUITOKEH MUHAMH, 3aJI0KEHHBIMH TI0]] PEITbCHI.
B 1880 romy umneparopckue amaptameHThl B "BunTepxode" ObLIM 4acTHUHO
pa3pylieHbl aHAJIOTHYHBIM oOpa3oM. CeMHaaaTh 4YeJIOBEeK OeccTpacTHO
OTIPaBWJINCh HA BHUCENMILy, HE CcOXajles HU O 4YeM, KpoMe TOro, 4ro uX
IpecTyIIeHUe He ObUIO PAaCKpPBITO; U €IIIe COTHHU YE€I0BEK, 3aMEIIaHHbBIX B 3aT0OBOPE,
ObUIM OTIIPaBJICHbI B BEUHYIO cChUIKY B Cubupb. Pyka Hukorga He paccnabiisiiach
— u KoHnctutyuusa, tpeOyemass 3TUMU 3BEpCKUMHU CpeICTBaMu, HE Obuia
BBITIOJIHEHA.
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13 mapra 1881 roga, korjia UMIIepaTop e€xaj, Mo ero KapeTy Obuta OpolieHa
6omM0Oa. OH BbIOpasics u3-1oj1 00JIOMKOB EJIbIM U HEBPEAUMBIM. 3aTeM, KOT/la OH
npuOIM3mWiIca K yOuiilie, KOTOPOro CXBaTHWJIa MOJHIMS, ObLI OpOIIEH elle OAMH.
Anekcannp yman Ha 3emio, Bockimnas: "llomorute wmue!"  CrpaiiHo
W3YPOJIOBAHHOTO, HO B CO3HAHUH, YMHUPAIOILIETO UMIIEPATOPa OTHECIIH B €r0 IBOPELL,
U TaM 4epe3 HECKOJIbKO YaCOB OH CKOHYAJICS.

Bo BpeMmsi MBIIIHBIX TOXOPOH 11apsi HUYTO He ObLIO 00Jiee TporaTesbHbIM, YeM
BO3JIOXKEHHE JICTTyTalliell KPECThsIH BEHKa Ha ero rpo06. Jlyuine Bcero 3To MOXKHO
ONucaTh UX COOCTBEHHBIMU cioBamu. MMmepartop sexan B cobope, 3aBEpHYTHIN B
TOPHOCTaEBYI0 MAaHTHIO, MOJ OalJaXWHOM H3 30J0TOM M cepeOpsHOW TKaHH,
no1ouToi ropHocraeM. "HakoHel-To Mbl OKa3aiauch BHYTPH LIEPKBU'', - TOBOPUTCS
B MOBECTBOBAHUU. "MBI BCE ynajau Ha KOJICHWM W 3apblIAJIM, HAIIW CIE3bl TEKIIH
pyubeM. O, kakoe rope! Mpl IOJHIIMCH C KOJIEH, CHOBA OIIYCTHUJIMChH Ha KOJICHU U
CHOBA 3apblaainu. Mbl pojesiaay 3T0 TPUXKIbI, HAIIM Cepla pa3pbIBAIMCh y rpoda
Hamero oarogerens. Het cinoB, uToObl BeIpa3uTh 3T0. U kakas yecTh Oblia OKa3aHa
HaM! ['eHepan B35 Halll BEHOK M Cpa3y K€ BO3JIOXKHWJ €ro Ha rpyAb HAaIIero
Manenskoro ota. Hamr kpecTbsIHCKHMII BEHOK BO3JIOKHIIM HA €ro CepAle, Ha ero
MYUYEHUYECKYIO IPyJib — BEJIb MBI BCIO €I'0 U3Hb ObLIN OJIMKE BCETO K €ro cepay!
YBHIEB 3TO, MBI CHOBA Pa3pbLIAIIMCh. 3aT€M I'€HEPAJI MTO3BOJIWI HaM IOLEJIOBATh
€ro pyKy — M BOT OH JICKHT, HAlll Iapb-MY4YEHHUK, CO CIIOKOWHBIM, JIOOSIIUM
BBIPKEHHMEM Ha JIULE — Kak OyJTo OH, Hall ManeHbKHil oTel, ycHyn'".

Ecnu 4to-T0 1 OBLIO HYXHO, 4TOOBI cIenaTh Ha3BaHWE HUTHIIM3M HaBCET/a
OJIMO3HBIM, TaK 3TO 3TOT MOCTYMNOK. Eciu 4T0-TO 1 TpeboBaiock, YTOOBI PACKPHITh
HarJIyl0 MOPOYHOCTh BEPbl HUTHIIM3MA, TO 3TO OBUIO CIENIAHO 3TOM OeclenbHOI
KEPTBOM E€IUHCTBEHHOTO TOCyAaps, KOTOpPbIM aapoBall Poccuu KOJIOCCANbHYIO
pedopmy. Onu youiu ero, a 3arem 0e3 KojeOaHuil OTIPABWINCh Ha BUCEIUILY — U
3TO OBbUIO BCE, — OCTAaBMB JPYIHX CBSI3aHHBIMU TOP>KECTBEHHBIMHM KJISITBAMU
HaBjeub Ty € ydyacTh Ha €ro npeeMHuKa. Bcs sHeprus opranuzauuu Obuia
COCpeloTOYeHa Ha TOM, YTOOBI CHPATATh JAWHAMUT, JTOKIAThCS OJIarompusTHOTO
MOMEHTa JUIsl €ro B3phbIBa, a 3aTeM YMEPETh KaK MYYEHHUKH, OCTaBUB JPYIHX
OOpeueHHBIMU MOBTOPSTH TOT K€ y’Kac — M Tak 10 OeckoHeuHoCTH. McnbIThIBas
OTBpAIlleHHE K OJHOMY IIPECTYIUICHHIO, OHU CcoBepuImin emie xyamee. OHH
YCTPOWJIM 3arOBOP MPOTHB JKU3HH IUBUIU3AIMN — KaK Oy/ITO HE Ty4Iie ObITh MO/
BJIACTHIO JECIIOTOB, YeM yOMIAll, KaKk OYATO MJI0XO0€ MPABUTEIHCTBO HE JyUIlle, YeM
HUKaKOro!

CyliiecTBOBaHUE HUTHIIM3MA MOXKET OBITh OOBSICHEHO, XOTS M HE CMSTUYEHO.
MosxeT 11 KTO-HHOYAb OLIEHUTb, KaK MOBIHUSIO HA OJHO YEJIOBEUYECKOE CYIIECTBO
U3BECTHE O TOM, YTO OTell, OpaT, ChIH, CECTpa WM KE€Ha MOTUOIM MOJ yAapaMu
kHyTa? CMOXET JM TaKOHW YelIOBEeK KOI/a-HUOYIb CHOBa OBITh CIIOCOOHBIM
CIIOKOWHO M 3]IpaBO paccyxkaarh o 'momutuueckux pedopmax"? Ecam B sTOM
MOJTya3HaTCKOM HapojJe M ObUIM KAaKUEe-TO APEMIIIOIINE TUTPUHBIE WHCTHHKTHI,
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pasBe 3TOro He ObLIO JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI MPoOyAUTh UX? BBIIO MHOTO TEX, KTO
OCTpasajd OT TOro, U ObUIM €Il THICSYM Te€X, Y KO0 B TO CaMO€ BpeMs ObLIM
JpY3bsi, BO3IIOOJICHHBIE, POACTBEHHUKH, T€, KTO ObUI UM JOPOKE KU3HH, KTO W30
JHS B JEHb TEpIEN IBITKM W3THAHWS, MOABEPrasCh MKECTOKMM HaKa3aHUSAM
0€30TBETCTBEHHBIX UYWHOBHUKOB. VIMEHHO 3TO MpPEBPAaTUIO COTHU JBOPSH B
3aroBOPIIUKOB — 3T0 3acTaBuiio Codrio IlepoBckyro, J0Yb OAHOTO M3 BBICIIMX
YUHOBHUKOB CTPaHbl, MOJIaTh CUTHAJ K YOMHCTBY MMIIEpaTOpa, a 3aTe€M, MPE3PEB
MUJIOCEp/IEe, HACTauBaTh Ha TOM, YTOOBI €il Oblja MpeaocTaBlieHA MPUBUIIECTHUS
yMEpETh Ha BUCEIULE C OCTAJIbHBIMHU.

Ho TUI'PUHBIC MHCTHHKTBI, KaKOBa OBl HU OBLIa WX IIpUYrHA, OOJIKHBI OBITH
II0JaBJICHBI. Onu He MOI'yT COCyHICCTBOBAThL C HHBHJ’II/I?)&I.[PIGﬁ. YenoBeueckoe
O6H.[GCTBO B TOM BHAC, B KAKOM OHO YCTPOCHO CCroJHs, HC MOXKCT IIPU3HATL UM
oIpaBJdaHMs. 910 3anpemactT MM — W HUTHIIMCT - 3TO HN3mann JACBATHAALATOIO
BCKa.

Mup He ObUT YAUBIIEH U, BO3MOXXHO, JlaXke HeoBosieH, koraa Anekcanp 1.
MPOJIEMOHCTPHUPOBAII HEMPEKIOHHYIO PEIIMMOCTh HE MOJAIABAThCS MPUHYKICHUIO
K pedopMaM HU YOHMIICTBOM CBOEro OTI[Aa, HU COOCTBEHHBIMH yrpo3amu. Ero
KOpOHAIUsA, JOJTO€ BpeMs OTKJIAJbIBABIIAsACS M3-3a TPO3UBIICH €U Tpareauw,
HaKOHEI[ COCTOsIach ¢ OOJIBIION MBIIIHOCTEI0 B MockBe B 1883 roay. 3atem oH
yaanwics B cBOM nBopell B ['aTumHe, rje ocTaBajiCsl MPAKTUUYECKU TICHHUKOM.
O3510071€HHBIN BOCTIOMUHAHUEM O CYAbOE CBOEro OTIIAa, KOTOPBIM yMep y HEro Ha
pyKax, U MpecieAyeMblil 3aroBOpaMH C IEJIbI0 YHUUYTOXXEHUSI €ro caMoro U €ro
CEMbH, OH, BEPOSITHO, ObLI HAUMEHEE CYACTJIMBBIM YEJIOBEKOM B CBOCH MMIIEPUHU.
Kaxplii ero mocTymnok ObUI MPOTECTOM MPOTUB ayXxa pedopM. [IpuBunerun, cTosb
MUJIOCTUBO JapoBaHHbIe BennkoMy kHspkecTBY OUHISAHACKOMY AJiekcanapom .
ObLIIM BIIEpBbIE HapyllIeHbl. JIuTepaTypa u npecca noJiBeprajirch CTPOron LEH3ype.
3eMCTBO, Jlap €ro OTIla B BUJE MECTHOTO CAMOYIIPABJICHHS OCBOOOKIEHHBIM
KPEMOCTHBIM, OBLIO MPAKTHYECKH OTMEHEHO, MOCTABUB ATOT OpraH MoJi KOHTPOJIb
JIBOPSIHCTBA.

1 B. C

the Czar Alexander IIL, 1883,

The Emperor cro

Empress at the Church of the Assumption.
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[MimrocTpanusi: Koponauus naps Anexcanapa III., 1883.
HNmniepatop KopoHyeT umriieparpunly B Lepksu Y crienus lIpecssaron boropoauust.
C pucynka DOnBuHa b. Haitnga. |

D10 OBUIO CypoBOe, 0O€3pajJoCcTHOE IIpaBlieHHe, O0€3 eIUHOr0 TOCTYIIKA,
MPU3BAHHOTO 00pajoBaTh CepAlla J0Je. Y Apydarolne yCJIOBUs, B KOTOPBIX OH
KW, TOCTENEHHO IOAOpBaliM 3J0pPOBbe HMIepaTopa. Ero B mnpeacMepTHOM
COCTOSIHUM JNOCTaBWIM B JIluBaguro, U TaMm, OKPY>KEHHBIM KEHOM W JI€TbMH, OH
ckoHvasics 1 HosiOopst 1894 rona.



